TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

EAST HAMPTON, CT 06424

BOARD OF FINANCE

Special Meeting, Town Hall Meeting Room

Monday, March 29, 2010, 7:00 PM
Meeting Minutes


Members Present:  Thomas J. O’Brien, George Pfaffenbach, Patience R. Anderson, Timothy S. Csere, Matthew D. Walton and Judy Isele.  

Other attendee(s): Jeffery M. Jylkka, Director of Finance, Jeffery J. O’Keefe, Town Manager and citizens
1.-2. Chairman Walton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of 

        allegiance.

3. Public Remarks.  
William DiNunzio, 40 Spice Hill Drive, commented that he appreciates the Board’s position and was present to advocate for the restoration of the $200,000 cut to the Board of Education’s budget.  Feels education is the foundation of community and the road map to the future.  He is personally willing to do whatever it takes for his children.
Paula Bosco, 91 Tarragon Drive, stated that she is a teacher, parent and resident of East Hampton and feels that the children won’t get deprived.  She also feels that the town pulls together when facing difficult times.

Ruth Gawkowski, 18 Main Street, moved to East Hampton for better schools and scared the kids won’t get what they need and deserve.  She commented that her son is getting special help and will also do whatever it takes to help pay taxes.  She feels the school is a big part of East Hampton.

Roger Abraham, 47 Clark Hill Road, feels that the town has been maintaining the budget and is not moving forward.

Alison Moriarty-Daley, 25 Flanders Road, grew up in East Hampton and moved back with her family because of the strong foundation in the education she received.  She asked the board to think outside the box and feels the BOF can find other ways to balance the budget.  If they push teachers into bigger classrooms, they’ll leave for better deals.

Elaine Pellegrino, 6 Nutmeg Lane, concerned about the voting of the budget – Yes or No or No too high vs. No too low.  Wants to make sure voters know what they are voting for.
4. Contingency transfer ($9,950) for water system financing plan.  A motion was made by Judy Isele for additional transfer request, seconded by Timothy Csere.  Motion approved 6-0.
5. Discuss and deliberate on the 2010-2011 proposed budget.  Thomas O’Brien asked if the state filed bankruptcy and how it would affect East Hampton.  Jeffery Jylkka indicated that the town’s negative impact is approximately $7.5 millon.  Judy Isele commented that it would increase about 7.5-8 mills.  Jeffery Jylkka reported that grant money has been less for school transportation.  Judy Isele mentioned that the BOF uses the best estimates provided at the time.  Timothy Csere asked if there are any other grants or delays that may be pulled.  Jeffery Jylkka reported that the largest grant is the ECS education grant and other grant aren’t as large but the town can manage with the cash the town has.  George Pfaffenbach commented that the budget needs to go forward and would support with or without the $200,000 put back in.  He would not like to see any cuts beyond the $200,000 BOE.  Judy Isele stated that the BOF cannot vote tonight and knows that the BOE is in negotiations.  It was noted that the budget needs to go before the Town Council by April 7, 2010.  Jeffery Jylkka commented that if the $200,000 is put back into the BOE budget, the mill rate would increase by 1.15 and by 1.49 if all proposed cuts are put back in.  
6. Discuss and take possible action on the budget content for the April 5, 2010 public hearing.  A motion was made by Judy Isele, seconded by Thomas O’Brien to send the Town Manager’s proposed budget to a public hearing.  Motion approved 6-0.
7. Adjournment

A motion was made by Judy Isele, seconded by Timothy Csere to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m. Motion approved 6-0.
Submitted, 

Jennifer Magro
Recording Secretary
